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Resolution 1990-02-12 
 
FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR MIGRATORY BIRD DAMAGE COMPLAINTS 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to treaties with Canada, Mexico, the Soviet Union, and Japan, and the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act, the primary management of migratory birds is a Federal Government responsibility; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is recognized that migratory birds can cause significant damage to agricultural crops; and 
 
WHEREAS, some State fish and wildlife agencies have been inundated with complaints by farmers 
regarding damage to crops, requiring responses that place a considerable strain on state agency 
resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, management of National Wildlife Refuge Lands can and, in some instances, does reduce 
damage on adjacent agricultural lands; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Animal Damage Control Program in the Department of Agriculture has not been 
responsive to damage complaints, due to lack of funding; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
requests that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Department of Agriculture implement effective 
waterfowl control programs in areas of high waterfowl concentrations to reduce damage to agricultural 
crops; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such control methods be consistent with the objectives of the North 
American Waterfowl Management Plan designed to restore waterfowl to acceptable levels and provide for 
their appropriate use and enjoyment. 
 
 
Adopted September 15, 1990 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
 
